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a precise form to any amendments which my Cabinet
Ministers present at the session * might care to make.
G. CLEMENCEAU.
Here is the letter :
Paris, 24th November, 1923.
MY DEAR FRIEND,
You know that I have made it a rule never to answer
criticisms which have been belied by subsequent events.
After yesterday's session, however, it would perhaps be
better to nail down certain c facts/
There has never been any dispute between the President
of the Republic and myself on the question of the Rhine
frontier. When the proposals for a guarantee were made
to me by the English Prime Minister and the President of
the United States I placed the question before M, Poincare
without delay. The upshot of my letter was as follows :
* I cannot see myself saying to the French people: we
have won the war with the assistance of our good friends
and allies. We are now about to break with them and make
a separate peace at the instant when they offer to rein-
force the political and military agreement by a formal
undertaking.3
The President of the Republic answered me that it was
impossible to pursue this discussion.
Two or three days passed without M. Poincare making
the slightest allusion to the subject. Surprised, I reminded
him of his previous assent. He answered me quite briefly,
without labouring the point, that he had not understood me
1 The sitting of the Chamber of Deputies on 23rd November, 1923, to consider
the foreign policy of M. Poincare's Government. It was during this sitting that
M. Andre Tardieu made one of his most effective speeches: in it he magnificently
defended the peace treaty and recalled all the attempts at * sabotage ' which had
disfigured it during the previous four years. His famous apostrophe to the
Chamber is still remembered: * It is an odd fact that this Chamber, which is always
and on all questions split in two, is only able to achieve enormous majorities on
those divisions which vote away some right from France! *
M. Poincare on his side declared that he had signed the treaty very reluctantly.